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VER a quarter of a century has elapsed 0 since the publication of the first edition 
of the present work, and the favourable reception 
which i t  has always met with from the select 
class to which it was addressed, has given rise to 
the hope that a new and enlarged edition will 
receive equal approbation. 

Although the illustrations of the working of 
the Welsh system of land tenure are drawn from 
a somewhat wider area than that covered by the 
earlier edition, the present work remains essentially 
a history of that system as it manifested itself 
in the great lordship of Bromfield and Yale. The 
present authors are quite conscious of the danger 
of yielding to the seductive tendencies towards 
broad generalizations from either very minute 
or narrowly localized facts, but great as has been 
the advance in the study of the social and economic 
phenomena of land tenure in the past quarter- 
century, they are of opinion that the expressions 
employed in the preface to the former edition 
are still applicable to the Welsh phenomena. 
I t  was then said- 

The complaint of such readers as are not specially 
interested in the district treated is likely to be that a 
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great subject is discussed from a purely local standpoint. 
This is, however, the only way in which a subject so 
great can, a t  the present stage of it, be treated. The 
enunciation of general principles is less needed than 
the accumulation and marshalling of pertinent facts. 
And these facts, which the "historian seeks, can only be 
obtained as the result of a minute and careful investiga- 
tion of particular districts conducted by men who live 
within those districts, and who are well acquainted 
with their present condition and past history. This is 
a task which has been attempted for a portion of the 
counties of Denbigh and Flint, and especially for the 
lordship of Bromfield-a district in which Englishmen 
and Welshmen contended for the mastery, and in which 
the systems of land tenure of England and of Wales are 
instructively commingled. 

But the constant accretion of fresh material, 
and the close and friendly intimacy of fellow- 
students, has resulted in a different presentation 
of much of the evidence, and an alteration in 
the point of view from which that evidence 
has been regarded. The partnership has also 
admitted of a broader consideration of the diffi- 
cult problems involved in the inquiry, and a 
wider outlook for similar problems elsewhere in 
North Wales. 

Whilst, therefore, the general scheme of the 
first edition has been preserved, there is not a 
single paragraph that has not been re-considered, 
and much of the work has been entirely re- 
written. 

The chief fresh authorities which have contri- 
buted to the present edition are :- 

(I) A vaIuable extent of the entire lordship 
of Bromfield and Yale, made in the year 

1507. 

(2) A fine survey of the lordship, of the latter 
end of the reign of Henry VIII. 

(3) A very complete extent of the same area, 
taken in the year 1562. 

The importance of the flrst of these arises from 
the circumstance that it was taken whilst the 
Welsh system of land-holding was still in active 
operation over a large portion of the lordship. 
By the year 1562 every vestige of Welsh tenure 
by gwely or gafael, and descent of lands by 
gavelkind had vanished from the records. The 
intermediate survey, taken only a few years 
after the legislative incorporation of Wales into 
England, marks the opening of a new social 
epoch. 

Numerous subsidiary official documents, such 
as the yearly accounts of various manorial officers, 
deeds and other small sources, have contributed 
to the picture which is here presented.* 

* I t  has been known for some time that a survey or extent 
of the lordship of Bromfield and Yale was taken in the 15th 
Year of Richard I1 (qgr) ,  but as diligent and oft-repeated 
Searches at the Public Record Office failed to discover it, 
it was feared that it was no longer in existence. Since this 
book was written, however, it has been found. And not 
only so, but portions of a still earlier extent of the reign of 
Edward I11 have come to light. The present writers hope 
to issue both at  an early date. 
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Owing to the unexpected death of the in- 
tended publisher, this book is issued by the 
authors, whose addresses are appended. 

ALFRED NEOBARD PALMER, 
Inglenook, Bersham Road, 

Wrexham, North Wales. 

EDWARD OWEN, 
5 ,  Old Palace Yard, 

Westminster, S. W. 
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CHAPTER I 

THE COMMON FIELDS 

HE ancient arable area of the township of T Wrexham Regis, or a great part of it, is 
called in old deeds and surveys "The Town Fields," 
or " The Common Fields." Nearly all the closes 
lying within this area were formerly divided 
into separate strips, composed of single butts or 
groups of butts, lying parallel each to each, and 
held by different persons. These strips, now 
commonly called " quillets," were, in later times 

of Erbistock To face #age 35 at any rate, not divided from each other by balks l 

. $ 1  9 ,  ,) 70 
or strips of unploughed land, but their extent 

, was marked at  the four corners by what were 
Yale . , 1 ,  248 called " mearstones." 2 

Various scattered quillets are still found with- 
in the ancient arable areas of other townships 
in the same district. Fields also frequently occur 
which are wholly divided into many quillets of 
nearly equal size. In the latter case the field, 
or one of the fields, so divided, is generally known 

But see p. 30 and p. 42, and notes. 
For a fuller description of the common fields of LVrexham 

Regis, see Palmer's History o f  the Tozon of Wrerham, etc., 
P P  100-104. See also pp. 182-185 of the same book for an 

of the common fields of Wrexham Fechan. 
A.L.T. 
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